4. CIRCULATION ﬁa%

VISION

In the year 2030, Chic@s a model community foits ease omobility throughthe use
of multiple transportation modes. Implementation of an innovative circulation sy:
hasimproved access and mobility for all modes of transportato®nsuresafe and
easytravel within the City The circulation system reflestChi co6s v al
preservation of the local environment, providing a sense of plade&onnectivityand
remaining mindfulot he Ci tydés fiscal constrain

INTRODUCTION

The Crculation Element describes transportation systems in Chico. The goals, policies, |and
actions established herein will guide depvel
roadwaysand transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities and serviges:
Multi modal means th¢
The General Plan recognizes that an efficient multimod&cvement of pegle and goos
circulation system, along with good land use planning, is essepitigl'd more than one mode
to supporting the goals of economic vitality, a higiality of life, |ransportation The Circulation
reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and a sustainable Chicq.Efigent focuses omeeing the
Circulation Element establishes a multimodal transportafifgeds of all users of the stre
network that accommodates vehicles, transit, bicycles, [df@f safe and convenient tray
pedestrians. This network is intended to enhance mobility for|theough four ~ modes  of
entire community. transportation vehicles, transit,
bicycles and pedestrians.

ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS

This section of the elemeidentifies and addresses primaniyculationissues raised during
the outreach efforts for the General Plan Update. Policy guidance is found in the goals,
policies, and actions section of this element. An explanation of specialized terms can be
found n the General Plan Glossa@ppendix A).

SUSTAINABLE CIRCULATION PLAN

The Ci t yds gag remissions anventer
found that the major source df h e com
greenhouse gas emissions are transportation rel
and ncreases invehicle miles travedd resultin
increased air_pollution. This element, therefofe;
seeks to establish an efficientpnnected, multi-
modal circulation system that redusgehicle miles |
traveledcitywide. As outlined in the Sustainabili
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and Land Use Elements, the 2030 GahPtan calls for a compact land use pattern and seeks
to balance environmental protection, a strong local economy, and social equity. From a
circulation perspective, thls translates to transportat|on plannlng that supporteuttolldhe

Land Use Diagra -
all modes of travel PoI|C|es in th|s element focus on the development of an mtegmﬂaﬁd
connected,multimodal transportation network to increase travel choice, improve goods
movement, reduce vehicle miles traveled, and manage capital infrastructure costs associated
with roadway and circulation system improvements.

COMPLETE STREETS

The creation of a multimodal transportation network is a top priority of the City. One of the
most effective ways to achieve this goal is to requwe streets, where appropriate, to be
designed as 0 Cloeneduaged Hert of C
law requires consideration of Complete Streets in Callfornla general pla@iwRys
developed wusing the principles of Complete Streets can
Complete Streetsare roadway] accommodate vehicles, transit, bicycles, and pedestrians using
designed and operated to eng design that may include sidewalks or paths, on eswéfet bicycle

all users safe and corenient] facilities, vehicle parking and travel lanes, and transitlifies.

travel fer-through all modes o] The Complete Streets concept seeks to ensure that all residents,
transportation. regardless of mode of travel, are provided an opportunity to use the
Citybs ci r c.urheaxonceptmoesninot hoveevek, dictate

a specific street design or mandate thatsakets accommodate all modes of travel in the
same manner.

This element introduces policies requiring that n
streets be designed as Complete Streets, an

outlines objectives for retrofitting existing streets S
better accommodate all modes ofvieh To support §
the Complete Streets concept, this element introd
a new method, to be adopted in the future,
evaluating streetunetion-performancethat accounts

for all modes of travel—vehlele—translw

CONNECT IVITY

Connectivity between neighborhoods, employment centers,
Downtown, schools, and shopping areas is critical to good land
use planning. Connecting the City reduces automobile
dependence and overall vehicle miles traveled, which is a key
component of asustainable community.During the General
Plan Update process, the community identified the importance
of improved connectivity in the circulation network. Goals,

Chico General Plan
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policies, and actions in this element focus on maintaining and enhancing a grid or modified

grid system of streets and improving connectivity between neighborhoods and destinat
such as shopping and employment centers, schools, and recreation areas.

CENTRAL CITY TRANSIT ROUTE

The 1994 General Plan introduced the idea of an Inner Ring T@osidor in the central
area of the City with policies regarding special transit and pedestoaidor design
treatments along with mixedse development to support transit. The 2030 General PI
establishes a land use plan targeting housing and jobtlgrnowa number ofmnixed-use
Opportunity Sites in the central area of the City and along corridors that generally follow
route of the Inner Ring.

Rather than incorporate the Inner Ring Transit Corridor loop identified in the 1994 Gen
Plan, this elment focuses on supporting the increase in frequency of transit (headwaysg
connect the central City and surrounding frequently visited locations. Examples of
destinations within this area include Downtown, CSU Chico, Chico High School, En
Medical Center, North Valley Plaza, and the higher density and intensity corridors such
Park Avenue, the Esplanade and Mangrove Avenue. It is important to note that the enha
transit service within the Cityo0 sdershgmrdr
revenue exist to support the service. While the Butte County Association of Governm
(BCAG) operates the transit service, the City of Chico encourages the development of
future route by making complementary land use decisions anebising public awareness of
the benefits of transit on traffic congestion and air quality. It is envisioned that a central
route will serve as a pilot project to demonstrate that frequent transit service result
increased ridership and reducetiarece on the automobile.

TRANSPORTATION PLANN ING CONTEXT

Local transportation planning is a complex and coordinated effort involving multig
agencies. This section of the element identifies several documents and transport

planning agencies that amaportant to understanding the context of the Circulation Element.

HIGHWAY CAPACITY MANUAL

Published by thélransportation Research Board of the National Academies, the Highw
Capacity Manual containgoncepts, guidelinesand methodologiedor computing the
capacity and quality of service of various facilities including freeways, arterial roa
roundaboutsandintersectionsas well aghe effects of transit, pedestrians, and bicycles o
the performance of thesacilities.
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STATE TRANSPORTATION PLANNIN G

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) establishes minimum design
standards for several types of transportation facilities, including roadways, trails, and bicycle
paths. Local governments are generally required to meet or exceed re(@aitnains
standards with locally adopted plans. Caltrans also prepares Transportation Concept Reports
(TCR) as a first step in the planning process to determine how a highway will deliver the
targeted level of service (LOS) and quality of operations ov2f-gear period. Certain
segments of State Route (SR) 32 and SR 99 in the Planning Area are forecasted to operate a
LOS E; therefore, their TCRs identify plans for widening sections of those routes.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

The Butte County Assaoation of Governments (BCAG) is the agency that manages local and
regional public transit as well as prepares and implements regional transportation plans
within Butte County The BCAG 2035 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is the-tange
regional planing document that identifies and programs roadway improvements throughout
Butte County. The RTP does not focus on local transportation needs. There are several RTP
improvement projectplanned and programmed within the Planning Area that are reflected in
the GireulationPlaRoadway System MafiFigure CIRC-1). BCAG is also responsible for
implementingSenate Bill 375which requires developnent of aSustainable Community
Stratey that links the RTPwith state greenhouse gas reduction goalse Butte Count
General Plan also includes transportation plans and policies for roadways, transit, bike, and
pedestrian improvements in areas surrounding Chico.

LoCAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

This element is supported through various implementing documents includialgstoeet

design and improvement standards in the Municipal Code and the Chico Urban Area Bicycle
Plan. The City has also adopted neighborhood plans that include transportation improvements
primarily associated with traffic calming measure3he City is committed to working
collaboratively with federal, state, and regional agencies and jurisdictiangptementall
transportationaws and regulations, and fwovide an efficient circulation system for all
modesof transportation

Chico General Plan
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MULTIMODAL CIRCULATI ON SYSTEM

This section of the Circulation EIl ement
accommodate all modes of travel and improve connectivity and mobility within and outs
of the community.

ROADWAYS

The Gireulation—PlaRoadway System MayFigure |
CIRC-1) depicts roadwaythat support the Land Usd
Diagram, complete the street system, and red@ig
circuitous trips and vehicle miles traveled. Whef
appropriate, new connectiotisat have been thoroughly
studied will be located and designed as mmitidal
links between neighborhoods, employment centgrs,
schools, and shopping areas. Goals and polities
address system connectivity and complete streets} as

desc
ide

well as flexibility in street design.

Table CIRC-1 describes the different classes of streets, Bable CIRC-2 lists future
connectiondor future study, ashown on thé&SireutationPlaRoadway System Majigure
CIRC-1. Thefigure is not intended to show exact alignments of future roadways, but ratk
to show generathgamentonnectionghat wouldbe refined through future study.
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TABLE CIRC-1
STREET CLASSIFICATION S

Street Classifications

Freeways. Freeways serve regionatnd inter-
city travel and should not become the optim
route for intracity trips. Access is controlle
grade crossirgy are separated, and medi
separate lanes moving in opposite directiq
Typical free flow speeds exceed 55 miles
hour.

Expressways. Expressways are designed
carry heavy traffic volumes at speeds ofi485
miles per hour. Expressways shouldrvse
longer distance intraity travel as well as lin
the City with other nearby urban areas. Acqg
is limited, crossings are generally signalizec
grade, parking is prohibited, and a continu
median separates lanes in opposite direction
Arterial s. The primary function of an arterial
to move large volumes of traffic betwe
freeways and other arterials. Arterials gener
provide four travel lanes, but may have fe
lanes. On street parking may be provio
Driveway access should be minimiz
consistent with the primary function of arteri
to move through traffic. Bike lanes, medial
park strips, sidewalks, and transit facilities
also accommodated within the righitway.
Collectors. Collector streets provide a lir
between local stets and arterials. Collectc
provide two travel lanes. Gstreet parking i
generally permitted. Driveway access
allowed, but should be minimized. Bike lan|
park strips, sidewalks, and transit facilities
also typically accommodated within theght-
of-way.
| Local Streets. The primary function of loca
streets is to provide direct access to adjal
N | properties. Local streets should provide |
travel lanes, landscaped park strips, sidews:
,|and onstreet parking. Bike lanes are 1
included lecause local streets have nar
street widths, carry low traffic volumes, and
considered to be bicycleiendly.

Chico General Plan




4. CIRCULATION

TABLE CIRC-2
GHREUYEATHON—SYSTEMROADWAY FUFURE-CONNECTIONS FOR FUTURE
STUDY
System/Roadway Classification
Eaton Corridor System

1. SR99/Hicks Lane Connection Arterial

2—Hicks-Lane-Realighment Arterial

32. Eaton Road Extension to SR 32 ArterialExpressway

3. Eaton Road Extension froRloral Avenugto Manzanita Arterial
Warner Corridor

4. WarnerStreet- Holly AvenueConnection Collector

Southwest Chico Circulation System

5. lvy Street Extension south to Meyersest Collector
6. W. Park AveueExtension Collector
7. Commerce Gurt connection to Park Aveie Collector
8. Fair Street/Park Avaueconnectiorthrough TheWedge Colledor
9. Silver Dollar Way Extension to Fair Street Collector
10. Carmichael Drive Extension to MLK Jr. Blvd Collector

Southgate Circulation System

11. Fair Street Extension to Entler Auge Collector
12. Speedway AveueExtension to Entler Avaue Collector
13. Southgate AveueExtension to Midway Arterial
14. Notre DameBoulevardExtension to Southgate Axae Collector
15. Southgate AveudSR 99 interchange and ExtensitnThe .
Skyway Arterial
Southeast ChicoCirculation System

16. Yosemite Drive- SR 32 to Humboldt Road Collector
17. Notre DameBoulevardExtension to E. 20th Street Arterial

Chico General Plan
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Eaton Corridor System \ 0‘:
1. SR 99/Hicks Lane Connection (Arterial) /'
2. Eaton Road Extension to SR 32 (Expressway) % 13
3. Eaton Road Extension from Mariposa to Manzanita (Arterial) " :‘
3 et
Warner Corridor % L4

4. Warner Avenue - Holly Avenue Connection (Collector)

’ Southwest Chico Circulation System z
WPCP | 5 |vy Street Extension south to Meyers Street (Collector) 2
] 6. W. Park Avenue Extension (Collector) kS
7. Commerce Court Connection to Park Avenue (Collector)

8. Fair Street/Park Avenue Connection "Wedge Area" (Collector)
9. Silver Dollar Way Extension to Fair Street (Collector)

\ 10. Carmichael Drive Extension to MLK Jr. Blvd (Collector)

Southgate Circulation System

11. Fair Street Extension to Entler Avenue (Collector)

12. Speedway Avenue Extension to Entler Avenue (Collector)

13. Southgate Avenue Extension to Midway (Arterial)

-’ 14. Notre Dame Boulevard Extension to Southgate Avenue (Collector)

15. Southgate Avenue/SR 99 Interchange and Extension to The Skyway (Arterial)

South Chico Circulation System

16. Yosemite Drive SR 32 to Humboldt Road (Collector) ¢ j
17. Notre Dame Boulevard Extension to E. 20th Street (Arterial) .
\_ J /
./ —
)
]
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STREET CLASSIFICATION
Existing Roadways Roadway Connections for Future Study*

- Freeway/Expressway (4-6 lanes) B W Freeway/Expressway (6-4 lanes)
Arterial (4-2 lanes) W E W Arterial (4-2 lanes)

——— Collector (2 lanes) mmm Collector (2 lanes)
Local Street

ﬁ Proposed 2030 Sphere of Limit Boundary

* Future roadways include new construction and major widenings.
0 1 2 Miles A
L 1 | 1 | N
. Data Source: Fehr & Peers, City of Chico J/
~N

Figure CIRC-1 Roadway System
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BIKEWAYS

Chico prides itself as being a premier bicyfriendly city. The Chico Urban Area Bicycle
Plan (CUABP), a comprehensive bicycle system ftarthe City, was originally created in
1991 andis updated regularlyThe &isting and planne®ikeway/Pedestrian SysteMaps
from the CUABPare shown inFigure CIRC-2. }—+++uystrates—the
Future updates to the CUABRaywill includebicycle facilities in addition to those shown
in Figure CIRC-2.

Bicycle facilities within the City consist of the following:

e Class | Bicycle Pathsprovide a completely separated facility designed for th
exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians with mahieress—ewmterruption by
motorists. Class | bikeways typically have a minimum of 8 feet of pavement with
foot graded shoulders on either side.

e Class Il Bicycle Lanesprovide a restricted righif-way designated for the exclusive

or semiexclusive ge of bicycles with through travel by motor vehicles of

pedestrians prohibited, but with vehicle parking and cross flows by pedestrians
motorists permitted. Class Il bicycle lanes are typically afioct striped and signed
lane.

e Class lll Bicycle Routesprovide designated areas where bicycles share the road w

other modes of travel (such as vehicles). Class Il routes are typically signed as s

The Circulation Element seeks émhance bicycle travel by providirmcycle facilities on
new roadwgs, enhancing connectivityithin the existing bicycle systenand establishing
policiesto incorporatethe consideration of bicycléransportatiorin a Multimodal Level of
Service (MMLOS) assessment

Chico General Plan
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PEDESTRIAN WAYS

The City of
floor and its numerous creeks and drainage corrid®
provide opportunities for the continued development{@fiae...
a comprehensive pedestrian circulation system. [
presence of Bidwell Park extending from Downtovjss
Chico to the foothills sees as a well used easest [

pedestrian corridor.

Pedestrian facilities in the City are comprised primaitily

of pathways, sidewalks, trails, bridges, and pedestrian crossings. Most areas of the City
pathways or sidewalks, except for some older areasewvh devel oped ung
jurisdiction. Most signalized intersections accommodate pedestrians with striped crossw
and pedestrian signal heads. The City has made significant progress in its efforts to lin
pedestrian circulation system cams exploring additional opportunities to develop share
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Policies and actions in this element direct further eff
toward connecting pedestrian facilities Citywide.
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TRANSIT

Public transportation services in Chicae grovided by | &
the regional BlLine system, managed and operated [
the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAC
The B-Line provides a range of services from commu
routes throughout the County to local service routeq &
and around the community.Parkandride locations, &=
such as the Caltrans facility located at SR 99
Highway 32, promote and support theLBe system.
The Downtown transi-t hulp -
convenient bus transit service for all residents. Comprehensive tranmeseire critical to
the success of Chicobs transportation s
the population, including students, workers, shoppers, the elderly, youth, and the disa
community.

Public transit consists of the follang services and facilities:

e Public Bus. The BLine offers both fixeeroute and demanrkesponsive services to
City residents through local, commuter, and rural bus routes. There are currently
local fixed-routes within Chico.Figure CIRC-3 identifiescurrent BLine routes and
the Downtown transit center. In addition, CSU Chico and Butte College offer sel
routes to serve the specific needs of their students.
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