6. DOWNTOWN

VISION

In 2030, Downtown Chico is the heart of the community and the center of cu
activity. Engaging and active at the street level, it is a rstotiy, mixeduse hub, with
specialty retail, restaurants, residences, services, entertainmentyianaindi cultural
uses. Downtown Chico serves as both a visitor destination and a community
with activities that attract heavy pedestrian traffic. Downtown is walkatte

supportve parkingfacilities, and new development is designed with the pedesand
bicyclist in mind. North and South Downtown each has its own distinct
complementary character.

INTRODUCTION

The Downtown Element focuses on supporting and expanding the vitality and enhancement
of Downtown Chico as the Cityds central |[core.

Established in 1860, Downtown Chico represents the historic foundation of the community.
Located on the original town gridowntown is a vibrant, compact, urban district with &
diverse mixture of historic and modern structures. The area is approxineatdpcks long
and five blocks wide, bordered on the east and west by residential neighborhoods, tol the
south by Little Chico Creek, and to the north by Big Chico Creek and the CSU Chico
campus.The character of North Downtown is distinct from that in Sdddwntown, and
they are each considered adiBtricts of DowntownFigure DT-1 delineates the boundaries
of Downtown Chico.
Downtown is the social, cultural, and entertainment core of the City with a mix of retail,
service, civic, office, and residentiages. Buildings include muisitory, mixed-use structures
that ereatecontribute toa lively pedestrian environment. Downtown is cherished by Ioc%
ers

residents and visitors for its public art, unique shops, public open spaces, local far
markets, an@évents such aparades and festivals.

Historically, policies associated with Downtown Chigo
have been integrated into several different elements offft
General Plan. Because Downtowrd smportant role in -»’~‘_ ¥
making Chico a successful and sustainable commuh'ﬂsy,
City has created a separate element to address key i
associated with Downtown. Since this element is fo
specific subarea of the City, it addresses many of the
issues of the General Plan such as land use, circul
and open space, dsund in other elements, but with
specific focus on Downtown. Where appropriate, c¢ro
references are provided to alert the reader to the applic

policies or actions in other elements.

Chico General Plan
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6. DOWNTOWN

ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS

This Element addressé®y issuegelated taDowntownthat were identified and evaluated by
the DowntownAd Hoc Committee and the larger community as parthef General Plan
Update including: mixeduse development, the character of South Downtown, circulation
and traffic calming, placemakn g , wayfinding, and Downtlownds
Chico. Policy guidance is found in the goals, policies, and actions section of this element.

An explanation of specialized terms can be found in the General Plan Gl¢&ppandix
A).

%)

DOWNTOWN VISI ON ILLUSTRATION AND
CONCEPTS

The Downtown Element addresses key issues through its goals, policies and abtions.
addition, thekey issues informed development of the Downtown Vision lllustraffogure
DT-2) andcorresponding/ision Conceptghat, whenconsidered together, represéiticad s
future vision for Downtown asreevolving,vibrant, mixeduse urbanneighborhood

DOWNTOWN VISION ILLUSTRATION

The Downtown Vision lllustration Figure DT-2) is meant to inspire developmetiiat
advances the communiy 6 s Vision f or im2gesvand aconceptudal hr o u g h
development pattesnwhich arebased onthe Vision Concepts, Land Use Diagram, and
General Plan policiesThe Downtown Visionllustrationis not a master plan orspecific
blueprint pr future devapment, nor does the illustratiomandate any parcel or sgpecific
development solution. Rather, the Visibustration is intended tdhelp the reader visualize
the developmeniypes,patterns, and overdhtensity anticipated fothe future of Downtan.

DoOWNTOWN VISION CONCEPTS

Concept #1: Downtown Intensification

The Ci ttyagcomnpodatuure jobs and housing growth in a compact and sustainak
development pattern reliebeavily—on infill and redevelopment. Downtowis a key
opportunity fo higher density and intensity of development givies central location,

development patterns, and proximity to employmei
services, transit, education, and other amenities

e

Concept #2: South Downtown District
South Downtown (south of 6th Street) has gsiificant

redevelopment potential due to existing parcel and buildeiy
sizes. The district could benefit from developing a stron

sense of place and fromn extesion of the pedestrian

Chico General Plan




6. DOWNTOWN

oriented character of North Downtowiuture development in South Dotewnwill include

higher densitymulti-story, and mixedisebuildingswith public open spaces amarking on

the interior of lots to create a pedestridnendly environment South Downtown will
transition smoothly to North Downtown by way of architeatudesign, development
standards, streetscape improvements, and permitted uses for a more unified and vibrant
Downtown. Commercial service and awigented uses in South Downtown will be
managed tewninimizelimit uses that could detract frgratential-metsto the pedestrian
oriented character of Downtown.

Concept #3: Mixed -Use Development

Chico residentslesirea more livable andhixeduseDowntown where residents can walk to
shopping, commercial services, and recreational amentiesaddition of mee residential
and office uses in Downtowwill provide a24-hourmarket for commercial successlethods,
such asincentives for new mixedse developmenand public/private partnerships, are
intended to promota greatemix of uses in Downtown.

Concept #4: Pedestrian Activity

------------- 4 Pedestrian activity and connectivity is essential to the success of
' Downtown Chico.The existingstreet grid patterrn;olored crosswalks,
bulbouts, and street furniture will be preserved, expanded and further
enhanedwith additiond amenities such as sidewalk dinjragt, shade,

and seating. Additional open space areas that amkean and well
maintainedwill provide small refuges and gathering places on corners
and block interiorsPublic parkingin the Downtown will be easy to fth

and will imprevefacilitate pedestrian access to the central core.

Concept #5: Development Transition at Neighborhood Edges

While Downtownis envisioned taontinuegrowing as an intensive mixedise center, it is
important to protect adjacent residahtneighborhoods fronpotential negative influences
caused by increased density and land use intensity. The Downtown Vision lllustration
(Figure DT-2) and the Downtown Land Use Diagrafigure DT-3) call for a transition in
development intensityn areasadjacent texisting residentiaheighborhood

6-6 Chico General Plan



6. DOWNTOWN

Concept #6: Preservation of Historic Buildings

Engagingthe public in the identification, preservation, and celebra
of cultural and historic resources in Downtovinelps maintain the
communi ty &adue Wrhtherumicdie characterand historical | ‘g & e
integrity of the areaThe City supports the preservation and adapfves
reuse of historidouildingsin order to develop these unique structuf ;
assets oDowntownto their highest and best use

Concept #7: Integrated Parking Structures

A standalone parking structure is not conducive to a quality pedest
environment; therefore,env parking structure will be ringed primarily
with groundfloor commercial suites or otherwise integrated into lar
mixed-use deelopmentprojects.

Concept #8: Parking Access and Management

Maintaining an adequagsarkingsupply is integral to supportingwbrantdowntown.Future
parking options will include modern, safe, convenient, and identifiable street, surface,
undergroundand structured parking throughout Downtown.

Concept #9: Traffic Calming

While Downtownrelies onadequate traffizvolume andflow to maintain its vitality traffic
should not disturb the pedestrian experienDewntown streets will be designed and
improved with consideration forslowing the speed of vehiclesupportingnonvehicular
modes of trael, accommodang parking andproviding a safe pedestrian environment.

Concept #10: Relationship with  California State University, Chico

CSU Chico blends into theommercial and residential fabric df
Downtown due to its proximityThe vitality of Downtown isclosely | .
tedt o t he Uni v er s istuderdtss facplty, pand staffy

improving pedestrian andbicycle connections to the Universityis
critical to achieving the Downtown Vision

Concept #11: Open Space Protection and Enhancement

As Downtown matures and urbanizesjs important to enhancand
maintain public access toexistirg-open spaces, creeks, parks, a
plazas.

Chico General Plan




6. DOWNTOWN

6-8

Concept #12:Downtown as a Key Transportation Hub

Chicobs Downtown is served by public trar
Downtown Transit Center.Downtown is and will continue to be an important link in
Citywide and regionactirculation for allmodes otravelandransportation

Concept #13. Downtown as the Cultural and Civic Community Core

As Chico has grown, the role of Downtown has
diversified. In addition to its traditional role aa
commercial ceter, Downtown is also the fat point for
local governmentalaffairs and cultural events for the
community.While striving to enhance thigsealeconomic
viability of Downtown, it is important to maintaiits
central role in cultural and civic activitiesich asmusic,
art, public meetings, parades, outdoor markets, and
festivals

Concept #14: Enhance Downtown Gateways, Brandirg-Landmarks , and
Wayfinding

The network of highvolume streets,someoneway, combined with aging and incomplete
signage can make naigating and finding key destinations angbarking in Downtown
difficult. As a solutiona newwayfindingsystem with creativeignage and landmarksique
to Downtown will be developed thelp residents and visitors navigate the arkad
destinations andonvenient parking, accentuate Downtown gateways,t@strengthen the
sense of placandidentity of Downtown

Chico General Plan
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The Downtown Vision lllustration is meant to inspire development that advances the

community’s vision for Downtown through images and conceptual development patterns B Commercial Mixed Use

which are based on the Vision Concepts, Land Use Diagram, and General Plan policies. The I office Mixed Use
Downtown Vision lllustration is not a master plan or a specific blueprint for future [ public Facilities & Services
development, nor does the lllustration mandate any parcel or site specific development [] Residential Mixed Use 0
solution. Rather, the Vision lllustration is intended to help the reader visualize the ] Medium Density Residential

|:| Open Space Not to Scale

development types, patterns, and overall intensity anticipated for the future of Downtown.






