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T A B L E  D -1  
C O N S T RAI N T S  ON  HO USI N G  F O R  PE R SO NS  W I T H  

D I SAB I L I T I ES  

Overarching and General  

Does the City have a process for persons 
with disabilities to make requests for 
reasonable accommodation? 

Yes.  While not a formalized process, the City’s 
practice is to send a qualified building inspector to 
meet with an individual at a specified location to 
address the reasonable accommodation, and 
intercede with the property owner, if necessary.  
This service is provided without charging a fee. 
The City will have a certified Caps inspector by 
August 2009. 

Has the City made efforts to remove 
constraints on housing for persons with 
disabilities? 

Yes.  Most changes were made with adoption of 
the 1999 Land Use and Development Regulations 
(Title 19).  More recently, the code was amended 
in 10/08 to allow ground-floor accessible 
residential units by right in commercial zoning 
districts; formerly, a use permit was required for 
any ground-floor residential unit in a commercial 
zoning district. 

Does the City make information available 
about requesting reasonable 
accommodations? 

The City has a public counter open to the public 
during all regular business hours staffed with 
qualified building inspectors who are available to 
provide information regarding reasonable 
accommodations. 

Zoning and Land Use 

Has the City reviewed all of its zoning laws, 
policies, and practices for compliance with 
fair housing law? 

Yes.  In reviewing zoning laws, policies and 
practices for compliance with fair housing law, the 
City removed restrictions during its 
comprehensive update of Title 19 (Land Use and 
Development Regulations) in 1999, including 
broadening the definition of family to comply 
with fair housing law.  Additional amendments are 
ongoing, such as the current effort to modify 
second dwelling unit development standards to 
increase the number of units constructed.   

Are residential parking standards for 
persons with disabilities different from 
other parking standards?  Does the City 
have a policy or program for the reduction 
of parking requirements for special needs 
housing if a proponent can demonstrate a 
reduced parking need? 

Parking standards for persons with disabilities are 
not different, but the city will allow for a 
residential parking reduction, subject to use permit 
approval, in the RD zoning district, in mixed-use 
areas, and in transit corridors.  In general, the City 
is moving towards requiring fewer parking spaces 
for new development as part of the ongoing 
General Plan update 

Does the locality restrict the siting of group 
homes? 

Not significantly.  Residential care homes 
(including group homes) are allowed by right for 
up to 6 clients in all residential zoning districts and 
2 out of 6 office/commercial zoning districts, and 
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are allowed with a use permit for 7 or more clients 
in 6 out of 7 residential zoning districts (only rural 
residential is excepted) and 4 out of 6 
office/commercial zoning districts.  The 
conditions for these homes are developed on a 
site-specific basis, and are no different than the 
conditions for any other use requiring a use permit 
in a residential area, and therefore do not present 
an undue constraint of the development of larger 
group homes (seven or more clients). 

What zones allow group homes other than 
those allowed by State law? Are group 
homes over six persons allowed? 

See above.  Group care homes with seven or more 
clients require a conditional use permit, which 
triggers standard public noticing requirements, 
including a published notice in the paper and a 
notice mailed to all residents and property owners 
within 300 feet of the project site.  Projects to be 
approved by the Planning Commission in 
residential areas also require a pre-application 
neighborhood meeting. A public hearing would be 
held before the Zoning Administrator or Planning 
Commission.  Use permit approval by the Zoning 
Administrator or the Planning Commission may 
be appealed to the City Council within 10 days of 
the decision, the same as any other use permit.   

Does the City have occupancy standards in 
the zoning code that apply specifically to 
unrelated adults and not to families? 

No.  The City does not have occupancy standards 
based on family defined as relation by blood, 
marriage or adoption.    Families are broadly 
defined as “[o]ne or more persons occupying a 
housing unit and living as a single housekeeping 
unit.” 

Does the land use element regulate the 
siting of special housing in relationship to 
one another? 

Only large family daycare homes are sited in this 
manner, with a 300-foot separation required 
between each facility.  No separation is specified 
for other uses, although some residents have 
expressed concerns about “overconcentration” 
during public hearings. 

Permit and Processing 

How does the City process a request to 
retrofit homes for accessibility? 

The City works closely with any applicant to 
help facilitate requests for accessibility retrofits.  
Permit reviews are expedited with minimal plan 
requirements and fees. 

Does the City allow group homes with fewer 
than six persons by right in single-family 
zones? 

Yes.  They are allowed by right in all residential 
zoning districts. 

Does the City have a set of particular 
conditions or use restrictions for group 
homes with greater than six persons? 

No.  A conditional use permit is required, so 
site-specific conditions of approval can be 
imposed; however, existing GP policy H-I-18 
explicitly states “The Conditional Use Permit 
process shall not be used to unduly restrict the 
ability of emergency shelters and transitional 
housing to be located on suitable sites in 



A P P E N D I X  D  –  S B  5 2 0  C O N S T R A I N T S  O N  
P E R S O N S  W I T H  D I S A B I L I T I E S  A N A L Y S I S  

Chapter 

Icon 

  

 Chico General Plan 7d-3 

 

 
 

 

Chico.” 

What kind of community input does the City 
allow for approval of group homes? 

None for six or fewer clients.  Seven or more 
clients requires a conditional use permit, which 
triggers standard public noticing requirements, 
including a published notice in the paper and a 
notice mailed to all residents and property 
owners within 300 feet of the project site.  
Projects to be approved by the Planning 
Commission in residential areas also require a 
pre-application neighborhood meeting. 

Does the City have particular conditions for 
group homes that will be providing services 
on site? 

No.  Conditions may be imposed through the 
conditional use permit process for projects 
serving seven or more clients. 

Building Code 

Has the City adopted the Uniform Building 
Code? 

The City has adopted the International Building 
Code, 2006 edition, plus Part 2, Title 24 of the 
California Building Code, 2007 edition. 

Has the City adopted any universal design 
element into the code? 

The City actively enforces 2007 California 
Building Code provisions that include universal 
design elements.     

Does the City provide reasonable 
accommodation for persons with 
disabilities in the enforcement of building 
codes and the issuance of building permits? 

The City actively enforces 2007 California 
Building Code provisions that regulate the access 
and adaptability of buildings to accommodate 
persons with disabilities.  No unique restrictions 
are in place that would constrain the development 
of housing for persons with disabilities.  
Government Code Section 12955.1 requires that 
10 percent of the total dwelling units in multi-
family buildings without elevators consisting of 
three or more rental units or four or more 
condominiums units shall be available for persons 
with disabilities.  The City’s Building Department 
provides ongoing assistance to complete 
rehabilitation work for single-family properties 
and public facilities to install necessary 
accommodations, including installation of 
accessibility ramps and railings to meet 
handicapped accessibility.  Local governments are 
required to make reasonable accommodations in 
their zoning laws and other land use regulations 
when such accommodations may be necessary to 
afford disabled person an equal opportunity to use 
and enjoy a dwelling.  For example, it may be 
reasonable to accommodate requests from 
persons with disabilities to waive a setback 
requirement or other standard to ensure that 
homes are accessible for the mobility impaired.  
Those reasonable accommodations are granted by 
the City on a case-by-case basis.  
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